
Southern York County School District Instructional Plan 

Name:  Dates:  August 

Course/Subject:  English 7  Unit Plan 1: Orientation for New 7th Graders 

Stage 1 – Desired Results 

PA Standard(s)/Assessment Anchors Addressed: 

 1.1.8.A Locate appropriate texts(literature, information, documents) for an assigned purpose 
before reading. 

 1.1.8.D Identify basic facts and ideas in text using specific strategies (e.g., recall genre 
characteristics, set a purpose for reading, generate essential questions as aids to 
comprehension and clarify understanding through rereading and discussion). 

 1.1.8.G Demonstrate after reading understanding and interpretation of both fiction and nonfiction 
text, including public documents. 

 1.6.8.A Listen to others. 

Understanding(s): Essential Question(s): 
Students will understand . . . 

1. How a middle school student functions. 
2. How to best use their daily planners 
3. How to access and use resources available 

in school and online. 
4. How they learn best. 

 How does a successful middle school 
student function? 

 What kind of information is in our planners? 

 What are the expectations at the middle 
school? 

 How do I learn best? 

 What are strengths that I already have as I 
begin this year? 

 What are my goals for this year? 

Learning Objectives:  
Students will know . . . 

 The location of major “landmarks” in the 
school. 

 How they learn best (their learning style). 
 More about one another. 
 Rules and guidelines to follow. 
 What is in their planners and how to use 

them effectively. 
 How to organize their lockers and binders to 

plan for success. 
 How to access and use Lettergrade and the 

NAS system at school and at home). 

Students will be able to: 

 Navigate successfully from class to class. 
 Take advantage of their learning styles to 

compensate for weaker areas. 
 Set reasonable, mearsurable goals for 

themselves for the year ahead. 
 Use the library, Lettergrade, and NAS 

system. 
 Open their lockers regularly. 
 Feel that they are part of a community of 

learners. 

Name:  Dates:  September 

Course/Subject:  English 7  Unit Plan 2:   Vocabulary 
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Stage 1 – Desired Results 

PAStandard(s)/Assessment Anchors Addressed: 

 1.1.8.C Use knowledge of root words as well as context clues and glossaries to understand 
specialized vocabulary in the content areas during reading. Use these words accurately  in 
speaking and writing.    

 1.1.8.F Understand the meaning of and apply key vocabulary across the various subject areas.  
 1.1.8.E Expand a reading vocabulary by identifying and correctly using idioms and words with 

literal and  figurative meanings. Use a dictionary or related reference.   

Understand(s): Essential Questions: 
Students will understand: 

1. Vocabulary development has a positive 
impact on reading comprehension and oral 
and written communication. 

2. Knowledge of synonyms and antonyms will 
improve word choice in writing. 

3. Knowledge of prefixes, suffixes, roots, and 
context clues will aid in word recognition 
skills. 

4. Knowledge of compound words and 
possessives will improve word choice 

 How can our understanding of words affect 
written and oral communication in our daily 
lives? 

 How can our understanding of the meaning 
of words affect our writing? 

 How can spelling affect written 
communication? 

 How can knowledge of synonyms and 
antonyms affect writing? 

 How can knowledge of prefixes, suffixes, 
roots, context clues, compound words, and 
possessives affect our reading and writing? 

 In what situation might we use this week's 
words to improve a specific instance of 
communication? 

Learning Objectives:  

Students will know… 

 Roots are the building blocks used to create 
many words. 

 Prefix is a piece of meaning attached to the 
beginning of roots/words. 

 Suffix is a piece of meaning attached to the 
end of roots/words.  

 Synonym is a word with a similar definition. 
 Antonym is a word with close to the 

opposite definition. 
 Context clue hints to the meaning of a 

nearby unknown word. 

Students will be able to: 

 Define: prefix, suffix, root, context clue, 
synonym and antonym 

 Define the meaning of the word. 
 Spell a word correctly. 
 Identify synonyms and antonyms for a word. 
 Identify the prefix or suffix and root of a 

word. 
 Identify a word using context clues. 
 Identify compound words and possessives. 

Name: Dates: 

Course/Subject: English 7 Unit Plan 3: Renaissance Literature 

Stage 1 – Desired Results 
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PA Standard(s)/Assessment Anchors Addressed:  

 1.7.8 Characteristics and Functions of the English Language  
 1.1.8.G Demonstrate after reading understanding and interpretation of both fiction and nonfiction 

text, including public documents.   
 1.1.8.G.1 Make, and support with evidence, assertions about texts.   
 1.1.8.G.2 Compare and contrast texts using themes, settings, characters and ideas.  
 1.1.8.G.3 Make extensions to related ideas, topics or information.   
 1.1.8.G.4 Describe the context of a document.   
 1.1.8.H Demonstrate fluency and comprehension in reading.   
 1.1.8.H.4 Read a variety of genres and types of text.  
 1.1.8.H.5 Demonstrate comprehension.   
 1.3.8.A Read and understand works of literature.   
 1.3.8.B Analyze the use of literary elements by an author including characterization, setting, plot, 

theme, point of view, tone and style.   
 1.3.8.E Analyze drama to determine the reasons for a character’s actions, taking into  account 

the situation and basic motivation of the character.   
 1.3.8.F Read and respond to nonfiction and fiction including poetry and drama.   

Understanding(s): 
Students will understand… 

1. Social atmosphere impacts a writer's work. 
2. English has evolved over time.   
3. Good literature contains themes that appeal 

universally to all people. 
4. The relationships between main characters 

are reflections of Elizabethan values. 

Essential Question(s): 

 How does social atmosphere impact a 
writer's work?  

 How has English evolved over time? 
 How do I make sense of what others have 

written? 
 How do characters change within a work of 

literature? 

Learning Objectives:  

Students will know… 

 The differences between Elizabethan and 
American English. 

 The lifestyle & social atmosphere in 
England when William Shakespeare was 
writing. 

 The universal theme evident in the literary 
work. 

 That plot is the pattern of events that takes 
place in a story. 

 

Students will be able to: 

 Read some Elizabethan English well 
enough to understand it. 

 Analyze character change over the course 
of a literary work. 

 Describe life in Elizabethan England 
 Summarize the plot of a complex literary 

work. 
 Form an opinion about a controversy in a 

work of literature, and support the opinion 
with facts and events from the work. 

 Identify the universal theme(s) in a work of 
literature. 

 Define plot, conflict, character, setting, 
mood, theme 

 Trace a plot’s parts through a story 
 Perform as a character/crew member in 

Shakespeare's play 
 Optional/Enrichment: choose, research, 

and present information in a 2-3 minute 
speech about a Renaissance topic 

Name: Dates: October/November 

Course/Subject: English 7 Unit Plan 4: Renaissance Writing 
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PA Standard(s)/Assessment Anchors Addressed: 

 Statement 1.4.8.B Write multi-paragraph informational pieces (e.g., letters, descriptions, reports, 
instructions, essays, articles, interviews).   

 Statement 1.5.8.A Write with a sharp, distinct focus.   
 Statement 1.5.8.C Write with controlled and/or subtle organization.   
 Descriptor 1.5.8.C.2 Establish topic and purpose in the introduction.   
 Descriptor 1.5.8.C.3 Reiterate the topic and purpose in the conclusion.   
 Statement 1.5.8.F Edit writing using the conventions of language.   
 Descriptor 1.5.8.F.1 Spell common, frequently used words correctly.   
 Descriptor 1.5.8.F.2 Use capital letters correctly.   
 Descriptor 1.5.8.F.3 Punctuate correctly (periods, exclamation points, question marks,  commas, 

quotation marks, apostrophes, colons, semicolons, parentheses).  
 Descriptor 1.5.8.F.5 Use complete sentences (simple, compound, complex, declarative, 

interrogative, exclamatory and imperative). 

Understanding(s): 
Students will understand: 

1. Techniques available to help them create 
descriptive language. 

2. The elements of a paragraph. 
3. The elements of a 5 paragraph essay. 
4. Basic proofreading symbols and techniques. 

Essential Question(s): 

 How can we create an excellent narrative 
essay that accurately shows our 
experiences? 

 In what ways does the topic, body, and 
closing organization affect a paragraph’s 
ability to communicate with the reader? 

 Why should we bother revising & editing our 
writing; isn’t our first attempt “good 
enough”? 

Learning Objectives:  

Students will know… 

 Writing should have a sharp, distinct focus. 
 Writing should be edited using the 

conventions of language. 
 The opportunity to improve oneself is part of 

what education offers.                                                                               

Students will be able to: 

 Construct a 4-Square as a prewriting 
strategy 

 Use that 4-Square to formulate body 
paragraphs 

 Write clear, concise topic sentences for the 
body paragraphs 

 Follow models to create introduction & 
conclusion paragraphs 

 Put the pieces together to form a cohesive 5 
paragraph essay 

 Peer edit an essay for a classmate 
 Revise and edit the 5 paragraph narrative 

essay. 
 Correct errors identified by peer editors and 

teacher(s), using a variety of different 
resources. 

 Complete and submit a final copy of the 
essay. 

Name: Dates: October 

Course/Subject: English 7 Unit Plan 5: Written Communication 

Stage 1 – Desired Results 
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PA Standard(s)/Assessment Anchors Addressed: 

 1.5.8.A Write with a sharp, distinct focus.   
 1.5.8.C Write with controlled and/or subtle organization.   
 1.5.8.C.2 Establish topic and purpose in the introduction.   
 1.5.8.C.3 Reiterate the topic and purpose in the conclusion.   
 1.5.8.F Edit writing using the conventions of language.   
 1.5.8.F.1 Spell common, frequently used words correctly.   
 1.5.8.F.2 Use capital letters correctly.  
 1.5.8.F.3 Punctuate correctly (periods, exclamation points, question marks, commas, quotation 

marks, apostrophes, colons, semicolons, parentheses).   
 1.5.8.F.5 Use complete sentences (simple, compound, complex, declarative, interrogative, 

exclamatory and imperative). 

Understanding(s): 
Students will understand: 

1. Writing is a four-step process. 
2. A paragraph must have a topic sentence, 

organized body, and closing. 
3. Writers should have a purpose and 

audience in mind as they write. 
4. Writing should have a sharp, distinct focus. 
5. Writing should be edited using the 

conventions of language. 

Essential Question(s): 

 How does the four-step process help 
writers? 

 In what ways does the “topic, body, closing” 
organization affect a paragraph's ability to 
communicate with the reader? 

 Why is it important to have a purpose and 
an audience when writing? 

 What could a writer include to communicate 
more clearly with a reader? 

Learning Objectives:  

Students will know… 

The four steps of the writing process 

 prewriting 

 drafting 

 revising and editing 

 publishing 
The domains of the PSSA writing assessment 

 focus 

 content 

 organization 

 style 

 conventions 
The parts of a paragraph. 

 topic sentence 

 body 

 closing 
The parts of an essay. 

 introduction 

 body paragraphs 

 conclusion 

Students will be able to: 

 Independently use all four steps of the 
writing process 

 Evaluate and revise work using the pssa 
domains of writing 

 Write a good paragraph with grade-
appropriate application of topic sentence, 
body, and closing 

 Write a complete essay in other 
assignments throughout content areas, 
applying the four steps of the writing 
process 

 

Name: Dates: November 

Course/Subject: English 7 Unit Plan 6: Parts of Speech and Sentence 
Structure 

Stage 1 – Desired Results 
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PA Standard(s)/Assessment Anchors Addressed: 

 1.5.8.D. Write with an understanding of the stylistic aspects of composition. 
Use different types and lengths of sentences. 

 1.5.8.F. Edit writing using the conventions of language. 
 Punctuate correctly (periods, exclamation points, question marks, commas, quotation marks, 

apostrophes, colons, semicolons, parentheses). 
Use nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, conjunctions prepositions and 
interjections properly. 

 Use complete sentences (simple, compound, complex, declarative, interrogative, 
exclamatory and imperative). 

Understanding(s): 
Students will understand: 

1. Language is made up of many parts of 
speech, each one with its own function. 

2. Every sentence can be broken down into its 
parts. 

3. Helping verbs give more specific information 
about actions or states of being. 

Essential Question(s): 

 How does including a subject and predicate 
in each sentence affect communication? 

 What do different parts of speech do? 
 What are the helping verbs? 
 Why does grammar matter if our friends can 

understand us? 

Learning Objectives:  
Students will know… 

 The two parts of a sentence: subject and 
predicate. 

 The difference between a sentence and 
fragment. 

 The functions and examples of the eight 
parts of speech.  

 The 23 helping verbs. 
 The most common parts of speech and their 

function in a sentence. 
 The definitions of: sentence, fragment, 

simple subject, complete subject, simple 
predicate, complete predicate, helping verb, 
noun, pronoun, verb, adjective, adverb, 
conjunction, preposition, and interjection. 

Students will be able to:  

 Distinguish a complete sentence from a 
fragment. 

 Identify the subject and predicate parts of a 
sentence. 

 Recite the 23 helping verbs. 
 Decide the parts of speech of high-

frequency words and generalize parts of 
speech for new words. 

 Punctuate all kinds of sentences correctly. 
 

Name: Dates: December 

Course/Subject: English 7 Unit Plan 7: Parts of Speech and Sentence 
Structure (Continued) 

Stage 1 – Desired Results 

PA Standard(s)/Assessment Anchors Addressed: 

 1.5.8.D. Write with an understanding of the stylistic aspects of composition. 
 Use different types and lengths of sentences. 

 1.5.8.F. Edit writing using the conventions of language. 
 Punctuate correctly (periods, exclamation points, question marks, commas, quotation marks, 

apostrophes, colons, semicolons, parentheses). 
 Use nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, conjunctions prepositions and 

interjections properly. 
 Use complete sentences (simple, compound, complex, declarative, interrogative, 

exclamatory,and imperative).   
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Understanding(s): 

Students will understand: 

1. Language is made up of many parts of 
speech, each one with its own function. 

2. Every sentence can be broken down into its 
parts. 

3. Helping verbs give more specific information 
about actions or states of being. 

 

Essential Questions: 

 How can an understanding of nouns, 
pronouns and adjectives affect our ability to 
communicate with others? 

 How does including a subject and predicate 
in each sentence affect communication? 

 What do different parts of speech do? 
 What are the helping verbs? 
 To what extent does our knowledge and 

application of grammar affect our ability to 
communicate effectively with strangers? 

 How does including a subject and predicate 
in each sentence affect communication? 

 How do the four kinds of sentences refine 
our communication? 

 Why does grammar matter if our friends can 
understand us? 

Learning Objectives:  
Students will know… 

 The two parts of a sentence: subject and 
predicate. 

 The difference between a sentence and 
fragment. 

 The functions and examples of the eight 
parts of speech.  

 The 23 helping verbs. 
 The most common parts of speech and their 

function in a sentence. 
 The definitions of: sentence, fragment, 

simple subject, complete subject, simple 
predicate, complete predicate, helping verb, 
noun, pronoun, verb, adjective, adverb, 
conjunction, preposition, and interjection. 

Students will be able to:  

 Distinguish a complete sentence from a 
fragment. 

 Identify the subject and predicate parts of a 
sentence. 

 Recite the 23 helping verbs. 
 Decide the parts of speech of high-

frequency words and generalize parts of 
speech for new words. 

 Punctuate all kinds of sentences correctly. 
 

Name: Dates: December 

Course/Subject: English 7 Unit Plan 8: Punctuation and Sentence Types 

Stage 1 – Desired Results 

PA Standard(s)/Assessment Anchors Addressed: 

 1.5.8.F Edit writing using the conventions of language. 

 Punctuate correctly (periods, exclamation points, question marks, commas, quotation marks, 
apostrophes, colons, semicolons, parentheses). 

 Use complete sentences (simple, compound, complex, declarative, interrogative, exclamatory and 
imperative).   
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Understanding(s): 

1. Correct punctuation is necessary for 
sentence clarity. 

2. Following standard usage guidelines 
improves communication. 

3. For every writing situation, there is an 
appropriate kind of sentence. 

4. Different types of sentences require 
different marks of punctuation. 

Essential Question(s): 

 In what ways does following standard 
guidelines of punctuation and usage 
improve our ability to communicate with 
others? 

 What is the purpose of a punctuation mark? 
 How do punctuation marks make our writing 

more clear to our readers? 
 How can incorrect or missing punctuation 

confuse our readers? 

Learning Objectives:  

Students will know… 

 Definitions of simple and compound 
sentences. 

 Four types of sentences: declarative, 
interrogative, exclamatory and imperative.  

 The function of various punctuation marks. 

Students will be able to: 

 Define and recognize simple, compound, 
declarative, interrogative, exclamatory and 
imperative sentences. 

 Explain the use of punctuation marks such 
as the period, exclamation point, question 
mark, commas, quotation marks, 
apostrophe, colon, semicolon and 
parentheses. 

 Edit sentences for correct punctuation. 
 Use punctuation correctly and consistently 

in their own writing. 

Name: Dates: January 

Course/Subject: English 7 Unit Plan 9: Greek Mythology 

Stage 1 – Desired Results 

PA Standard(s)/Assessment Anchors Addressed: 

PA_Academic_Standards 
• Statement 1.1.8.C Use knowledge of root words as well as context clues and glossaries to 
understand specialized vocabulary in the content areas during reading. Use these words accurately 
in speaking and writing    
• Statement 1.1.8.G  Demonstrate after reading understanding and interpretation of both fiction and 
nonfiction text, including public documents.    
• Descriptor 1.1.8.G.2  Compare and contrast texts using themes, settings, characters and ideas.    
• Descriptor 1.1.8.G.3  Make extensions to related ideas, topics or information.    
• Descriptor 1.1.8.H.4  Read a variety of genres and types of text.   
• Descriptor 1.1.8.H.5  Demonstrate comprehension.    
• Statement 1.3.8.A  Read and understand works of literature.    
• Statement 1.3.8.B  Analyze the use of literary elements by an author including characterization, 
setting, plot, theme, point of view, tone and style.    
• Statement 1.3.8.C  Analyze the effect of various literary devices.    
• Descriptor 1.3.8.C.2  Figurative language (e.g., personification, simile, metaphor, hyperbole, 
allusion).    
• Statement 1.7.8.A  Describe the origins and meanings of common, learned and foreign words used 
frequently in English language (e.g., carte blanche, faux pas).    
• Statement 1.7.8.C  Identify new words that have been added to the English language over time.    
1.3.8 Reading, Analyzing and Interpreting Literature   
1.1.8.DIdentify basic facts and ideas in text using specific strategies (e.g., recall genre 
characteristics, set a purpose for reading, generate essential questions as aids to comprehension 
and clarify understanding through rereading and discussion).    
1.1.8.H Demonstrate fluency and comprehension in reading.    
1.3.8.F Read and respond to nonfiction and fiction including poetry and drama. 
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PA_Assessment_Anchors     Reading (2005)  : Grade 7 
• Assessment Anchor Descriptor R7.A.1.1 Identify and apply the meaning of vocabulary.    
• Eligible Content R7.A.1.3.1 Make inferences and/or draw conclusions based on information from 
the text.    
• Eligible Content R7.A.1.3.2 Cite evidence from text to support generalizations.    
• Eligible Content R7.A.1.4.1 Identify and/or explain stated or implied main ideas and relevant 
supporting details from text.    
• Eligible Content R7.A.1.5.1 Summarize the key details and events of a fictional text as a whole.    
• Eligible Content R7.A.1.6.1 Identify and/or describe the author’s intended purpose of text.    
• Eligible Content R7.A.1.6.2 Explain, describe and/or analyze examples of text that support the 
author’s intended purpose.    
• R7.B.1.1.1.a.1 Explain, interpret, compare, describe, analyze, and/or evaluate character actions, 
motives, dialogue, emotions/feelings, traits, and relationships among characters within fictional or 
literary nonfictional text.    
• R7.B.1.1.1.c.1 Explain, interpret, compare, describe, analyze, and/or evaluate elements of the plot 
(conflict, rising action, climax and/or resolution).    
• R7.B.1.1.1.d.1 Explain, interpret, compare, describe, analyze, and/or evaluate the theme of fiction or 
literary nonfiction.    
• Eligible Content R7.B.1.2.1 Explain, interpret, compare, describe, analyze, and/or evaluate 
connections between texts.    

CC_Common_Core_State_Standards 
College- and Career-Readiness Standards and K-12 English Language Arts (2010)  : Grade 7 English 
Language Arts 
• Grade Level Standard RL.7.3 Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., 
how setting shapes the characters or plot).   
• Grade Level Standard RL.7.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes and other 
repetitions of sounds (e.g.,  alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of a poem or section of a story 
or drama.   
• Grade Level Standard RL.7.6 Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of 
different characters or narrators in a text.   

• Grade Level Standard RL.7.7 Compare and contrast a written story, drama, or poem to its audio, 
filmed, staged, or multimedia version, analyzing the effects of techniques unique to each medium 
(e.g., lighting, sound, color, or camera focus and angles in a film).   
• Grade Level Standard RL.7.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including 
stories, dramas, and poems,  in the grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding 
as needed at the high end of the range.   

Understanding(s): 
Students will understand… 

1. Mythology can help us understand our 
world. 

2. Mythology is evident in present day 
language. 

3. Mythological stories help to connect us to 
our past. 

4. Mythological stories explore lessons about 
human nature. 

5. Mythological allusions are evident in other 
pieces of writing. 

6. Mythology educates as well as entertains its 
audience. 

Essential Question(s): 

 How can mythology help us understand our 
world? 

 To what extent is mythology evident in the 
present day? 

 What makes an individual into a hero? 
 Why does mythology develop and persist in 

societies? 

Learning Objectives:  
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Students will know… 

 The names and significance of characters 
from Greek mythology. 

 The lessons of explanatory myths as they 
exist in the world today. 

 Definitions of myth, allusion, explanatory 
myth, aesthetic myth, chaos, typhoon, 
chrono-, etc. 

 Plots of 8-10 most common Greek myths. 
 Much of our vocabulary is derived from 

Greek names or events from myths. 
 Greek myth serves as literature for 

enjoyment and to teach a lesson. 
 Mythological references exist all around us 

in today’s world. 

 

Students will be able to: 

 Define terms. 
 Explain how myths originate. 
 List topics with which myths are concerned. 
 Explain why myths are studied in modern 

English classes. 
 Spell and pronounce the names of 

central characters from the myths. 
 Identify characters by telling their 

characteristics, symbols, and details of 
plots in which they are involved. 

 Independently examine and present 
mythological topics. 

 Identify allusions to mythology present in 
our world today, AND explain why these 
allusions are useful. 

 Identify and explain the themes present in 
several myths. 

 Be able to summarize the plots of 8-10 of 
the most common Greek myths. 

 Compare and contrast the motivations of 
characters in different myths. 

 Trace the etymology of modern words & 
phrases that originated in Greek mythology 
(eg: chronological, typhoon, fate, museum, 
etc.) 

Name: Dates: February 

Course/Subject: English 7 Unit Plan 10: Mythology Novel Study 

Stage 1 – Desired Results 

PA Standard(s)/Assessment Anchors Addressed: 

1.1.8 Learning to read independently 
1.1.8 G Demonstrate after reading understanding & interpretation of fiction texts. 

 Make, and support with evidence, assertions about texts. 
 Compare & contrast texts using themes, settings, characters, and ideas. 
 Make extensions to related ideas, topics, or information. 

1.1.8 H Demonstrate fluency and comprehension in reading. 
 Read a variety of genres and types of text. 
 Recommend: 25 books per year. 
 1.3.8 Reading, analyzing, and interpreting literature. 
 1.3.8 B Analyze the use of literary elements by the author, including characterization, setting, 

plot, theme, point of view, tone, and style. 
 1.3.8 F Read and respond to fiction. 

1.4.8 C Write persuasive pieces.    
 Descriptor 1.4.8.C.1 Include a clearly stated position or opinion.    
 Descriptor 1.4.8.C.2 Include convincing, elaborated and properly cited evidence.    
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1.5.8 A/B  Write with sharp, distinct focus, using well-developed content appropriate for the topic. 
1.6.8 B Listen to selections of literature & predict content/events. 

 Descriptor 1.6.8.B.3 Summarize events and identify the significant points.   
 Descriptor 1.6.8.B.4 Identify and define new words and concepts.   

1.6.8 E   Participate in small and large group discussions and presentations. 

Assessment Anchors:   

R7. A.1 Understand fiction appropriate to grade level. 
R7. A.1.3 Make inferences, draw conclusions, and make generalizations based on text. 
1.3.2 Cite evidence from text to support generalizations.   
R7. A.1.4 Identify and explain main ideas / relevant details. 

R7.A.1.4.1 Identify and/or explain stated or implied main ideas and relevant supporting details from 
text.    

R7. A.1.5 Summarize a fictional text as a whole. 
R7. B.1.1.1  Interpret, compare, describe,  analyze, and/or evaluate (ICDAE) the  relationships 
among the following  within or between fiction and literary  nonfiction: 

Character: ICDAE actions, motives, dialogue, emotions, traits & relationships among 
characters. 
Setting:  ICDAE relationship between setting & other components of text. 
Plot:  ICDAE elements of the plot 
Theme: ICDAE relationship between theme & other components of text. 

R7. B. 1.2.1  ICDAE connections between texts. 
R7. B. 2.1.1& 2 Identify, interpret, describe &  analyze the examples of personification, simile, 
alliteration,metaphor, hyperbole, and imagery in fiction text, AND the author’s purpose and 
effectiveness at using figurative language in text. 
R7. B. 2.2.2  Identify, interpret and describe the point of view of the narrator. 

CC Common Core State Standards 

College- and Career-Readiness Standards and K-12 English Language Arts (2010): Grade 7 English 
Language Arts 

•  RL.7.1  Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly 
as well as inferences drawn from the text.   
•  RL.7.2  Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development  over the course 
of the text; provide an objective summary of the text.   
•  RL.7.3  Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the 
characters or plot).   
•  RL.7.6  Analyze how an author develops & contrasts the points of view of different characters or 
narrators in a text.   

•  RL.7.7  Compare and contrast a written story, drama, or poem to its audio, filmed, staged, or 
multimedia version, analyzing the effects of  techniques unique to each medium  (e.g., lighting, 
sound, color, or camera focus & angles in a film).   
•  RL.7.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and 
poems, in the grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high 
end of the range.   
 SL.7.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 

teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas 
and expressing their own clearly.   

Understanding(s): 
Students will understand… 

 That morals and values are formed by 
society, home, and life experiences. 

 That world mythologies are woven into the 
fabric of our society and our language. 

 What makes a person a hero. 
 That lasting friendships are formed through 

common experiences and challenges. 
 That personal worth is determined in 

surprising ways. 

Essential Question(s): 

 What is the definition of a hero? 
 How do individual choices affect others? 
 What can literature teach us about human 

nature? 
 Why do we study world mythologies? 
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Learning Objectives:  
Students will know… 

 Names, realms, and primary traits of the 
Olympian gods/goddesses. 

 Names and primary traits of significant 
mythological creatures and humans. 

 20-30 English words and word roots formed 
directly from Greek mythology. 

 The 6 parts of the plot diagram. 
 The 6 steps of the Hero’s Journey 

archetype. 

Students will be able to: 

 Trace the steps of the archetypal Hero’s 
Journey through the story. 

 Summarize main events in the novel. 
 Recognize elements of (allusions to) various 

mythologies still alive in our world today. 
 Make predictions about future plot events, 

based on knowledge of prior events. 
 Identify evidence of increasing maturity in 

the novel’s main characters. 
 Demonstrate fluency and comprehension in 

reading. 
 Compare & contrast sections of the novel 

with various classical myths. 
 Find and analyze figurative language used 

by the author in the novel. 
 Infer character motive from evidence in the 

novel. 
 Express their opinions in speech and 

writing, citing supporting evidence from the 
text. 

 Identify internal and external conflicts within 
the story. 

 Analyze clues and foreshadowing evidence 
to predict the novel’s villain. 

Name: Dates: March 

Course/Subject: English 7 Unit Plan 11: Text Structure and FLIRT Strategy 

Stage 1 – Desired Results 

PA Standard(s)/Assessment Anchors Addressed: 

1.1.8.B. Identify and use common organizational structures and graphic features to 
 comprehend information. 
1.1.8.D. Identify basic facts and ideas in text using specific strategies (e.g., recall genre   
 characteristics, set a purpose for reading, generate essential questions as aids to  
 comprehension and clarify understanding through rereading and discussion). 
1.2.8.A.  Evaluate text organization and content to determine the author’s purpose and   
 effectiveness according to the author’s theses, accuracy, and thoroughness. 

 
PA_Assessment_Anchors Reading (2005)  : Grade 7 
 
•   Assessment Anchor Descriptor R7.B.3.3  Identify, compare, explain, interpret, describe, and 
analyze how text organization clarifies meaning of nonfictional text.    
•   Eligible Content R7.B.3.3.1  Identify, explain, interpret, and/or analyze text organization, including 
sequence, question/answer, comparison/contrast, cause/effect, or problem/solution.    
•   Eligible Content R7.B.3.3.2  Identify content that would fit in a specific section of text.    
•   Eligible Content R7.B.3.3.3 Interpret graphics and charts and/or make connections between text 
and the content of graphics and charts.    
•   Eligible Content R7.B.3.3.4  Identify, explain, compare, interpret, describe, and/or analyze the 
sequence of steps in a list of directions.    
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Understanding(s): 
Students will understand: 

1. Good readers use internal text structures 
and external text features to aid their 
comprehension. 

2. There are five types of internal text 
structures, each one with its own purpose. 

3. Particular external text features exist for 
certain types of writing. 

 

Essential Question(s): 

 How can understanding text structure and 
text features aid my reading? 

 How can I use text structure to organize my 
writing according to purpose? 

 How can I identify description, sequence, 
compare and contrast, cause and effect, 
and problem and solution? 

 What are some common external text 
features that can aid my understanding? 

Learning Objectives:  
Students will know… 

 Five different types of text structures and 
their purposes and signal words. 

 Common locations to find each text 
structure. 

 A list of external text features. 
 The components of the flirt strategy for 

making predictions prior to reading texts. 

Students will be able to: 

 Identify five different text structures. 
 Choose and use an appropriate graphic 

organizer for each text structure. 
 Apply signal words in writing appropriate for 

each text structure. 
 Identify and define the purpose for common 

external text features. 
 Identify genre, external text features, prior 

knowledge, author's purpose, and text 
structure of any new text with the flirt 
strategy. 

Name: Dates: March 

Course/Subject: English 7 Unit Plan 12: PSSA Preparation 

Stage 1 – Desired Results 

PA Standard(s)/Assessment Anchors Addressed: 

 1.1 Learning to Read Independently 

 1.2. Reading Critically in All Content Areas 

 1.3. Reading, Analyzing and Interpreting Literature 

Understanding(s): 
Students will understand… 

1. All learners have strengths and 
weaknesses.  

2. The Reading PSSA is formatted the same 
way every year, and there is a standard way 
that it is scored. 

3. Practicing areas of weakness will help 
learners be more aware when the particular 
content area is addressed on the PSSA. 

Essential Question(s): 

 What content area should I focus on for this 
PSSA? 

 What strategies or new learning will I use to 
help me sharpen my skills? 

 What are the requirements of an open-
ended PSSA response? 

 Where do I measure up in comparison to 
what is expected of a Pennsylvania 7th-
grader like me? 

Learning Objectives:  
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Students will know… 

 Their own areas of strengths and 
weaknesses on standardized Reading tests. 

 the purpose of the PSSAs and how they are 
scored. 

 The individualized focus area for this PSSA 
performance. 

 The rubric for open-ended responses. 
 All learning from English and Reading 

classes applies here! 

Students will be able to: 

 Choose an area of weakness to hone 
before the PSSAs. 

 Grade a PSSA open-ended response 
according to the rubric. 

 Apply new or forgotten ideas from English 
and Reading to improve skills. 

Name: Dates: April 

Course/Subject: English 7 Unit Plan 13: Poetry 

Stage 1 – Desired Results 

PA Standard(s)/Assessment Anchors Addressed: 

CC Common Core State Standards  K-12 English Language Arts (2010): Grade 7 English Language 
Arts 

 RL.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly 
as well as inferences drawn from text.   

 RL.7.4 Determine the meaning of words & phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative 
& connotative meanings; analyze  impact of rhymes & other repetitions of sounds on a specific 
verse or stanza of a poem or section of a story or drama.   

 RL.7.5 Analyze how a poem’s form or structure (e.g., soliloquy, sonnet) contributes to its 
meaning.   

 RL.7.10 By the end of the year, read & comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, & 
poems, in the grades 6–8 text complexity & proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high 
end of the range.   

 W.7.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, & revision) & 
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a  day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, 
purposes, & audiences.   

 SL.7.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, & 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, & issues, building on others’ ideas & 
expressing their own clearly.   

 SL.7.1.a Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; 
explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe & 
reflect on ideas under discussion.   

 SL.7.1.c Pose questions that elicit elaboration & respond to others’ questions & comments with 
relevant observations & ideas that bring the discussion back on topic as needed.   

 SL.7.5 Include multimedia components & visual displays in presentations to clarify claims & 
findings & emphasize salient points.   

 SL.7.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts & tasks, demonstrating command of formal English 
when indicated or appropriate.   

 L.7.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown & multiple-meaning words & phrases based 
on grade 7 reading & content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.   

 L.7.4.a Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or 
function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.   
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 L.7.4.b Use common, grade-appropriate Greek /Latin affixes & roots as clues to the meaning of a 
word  

 L.7.4.c Consult general & specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, 
thesauruses), both print & digital, to find the  pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify 
its precise meaning or its part of speech.   

 L.7.4.d Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (checking 
inferred meaning in context or in dictionary).   

 L.7.5.a Interpret figures of speech (e.g., literary, biblical, & mythological allusions) in context.   

 L.7.5.c Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations 
(definitions).  

PA Assessment Anchors Reading (2005): Grade 7 

 R7.A.2.3 Make inferences, draw conclusions, & make generalizations based on text.    

 R7.A.2.6.1 Identify &/or describe the author’s intended purpose of text.    

 R7.A.2.6.2 Identify, explain, &/or analyze examples of text that support the author’s intended 
purpose.    

 R7.B.2.1.1 Identify, explain, interpret, describe, &/or analyze the examples of personification, 
simile, alliteration, metaphor, hyperbole, & imagery in text.    

 R7.B.2.1.2 Identify, explain, interpret, describe, &/or analyze author’s purpose for & effectiveness 
at using figurative language.  

PA Academic Standards  Reading, Writing, Speaking & Listening (2002)  : Grade 8 

 1.1.8.C Use knowledge of root words as well as context clues & glossaries to understand 
specialized vocabulary in the content areas  during  reading. Use these words accurately in 
speaking & writing.    

 1.1.8.E Expand  a reading vocabulary by identifying & correctly using idioms & words with literal 
& figurative meanings. Use a dictionary  or related reference.    

 1.2.8.C Produce work in at least one literary genre that follows the conventions of the genre.    
 1.3.8.A Read & understand works of literature.    
 1.3.8.B Analyze use of literary elements by author including characterization, setting, plot, 

theme, point of view, tone & style.    
 1.3.8.C Analyze the effect of various literary devices.    
 1.3.8.C.1 Sound techniques (e.g., rhyme, rhythm, meter, alliteration).    
 1.3.8.C.2 Figurative language (e.g., personification, simile, metaphor, hyperbole, allusion).    
 1.3.8.D Identify poetic forms (e.g., ballad, sonnet, couplet).    
 1.3.8.E Analyze drama to determine reasons for a character’s actions taking into account the 

situation & basic motivation of the  character.    
 1.3.8.F Read & respond to nonfiction & fiction including poetry & drama.    
 1.4.8.A Write short stories, poems & plays.    
 1.4.8.A.2 Use relevant illustrations.   
 1.4.8.A.6 Use literary devices.    
 1.5.8.D.2 Use tone & voice through the use of precise language.    
 1.6.8.B Listen to selections of literature (fiction &/or nonfiction).   
 1.6.8.B.1 Relate them to previous knowledge.   
 1.6.8.B.2 Predict content/events.   
 1.6.8.B.3 Summarize events & identify the significant points.   
 1.6.8.B.4 Identify & define new words & concepts.   
 1.6.8.B.5 Analyze the selections.   
 1.6.8.D.1 Ask relevant, probing questions.   
 1.6.8.D.2 Respond with relevant information, ideas or reasons in support of opinions 

expressed.   
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Understanding(s): 
Students will understand… 

1. A poet uses figurative language, form, and 
precise word choice to help communicate 
his ideas to his audience. 

2. Poetry can be experienced by reading, 
writing, reciting, & listening to it. 

3. Song lyrics are common modern uses of 
poetry. 

Essential Question(s): 

 In what ways does a poet's language make 
poems a special & unique method for 
communicating ideas? 

 To what extent is my understanding & 
evaluation of a poem affected by how I 
experience it (eg: reading, listening, reciting, 
writing)? 

 Why should I care about poetry? 
 What kinds of poems appeal to me? Why? 

Learning Objectives:  

Students will know… 

 The characteristics of verse 
 What type of poetry they enjoy 
 Types of commonly-used figurative 

language 
 Definitions of different types of figurative 

language 
 Connections between the personal lives and 

writings of several famous poets (Edgar 
Allen Poe, Emily Dickinson, etc.). 

 

Students will be able to: 

 Recognize the characteristics of verse. 
 Examine & discuss selections in terms of 

literary forms & elements. 
 Distinguish literal & figurative language. 
 Experience poetry by reading, writing, 

reciting, listening to, & reacting to various 
selections. 

 Begin to form personal preferences for 
types of poems & poets. 

 Memorize & recite a poem. 
 Interpret themes of poems, implied & stated. 
 Write some poetry. 
 Make connections between poems & their 

authors (ex: why Edgar Poe always wrote 
about lost women). 

Name: Dates: May 

Course/Subject: English 7 Unit Plan 14: History of the English Language 

Stage 1 – Desired Results 

PA Standard(s)/Assessment Anchors Addressed: 

 Statement 1.1.8.D Identify basic facts and ideas in text using specific strategies (e.g., recall 
genre characteristics, set a purpose for reading, generate essential questions as aids to 
comprehension and clarify understanding through rereading and discussion).    

 Descriptor 1.1.8.G.1 Make, and support with evidence, assertions about texts.    
 Statement 1.6.8.C Speak using skills appropriate to formal speech situations.   
 Descriptor 1.6.8.C.2 Pronounce words correctly.   
 Descriptor 1.6.8.C.3 Adjust volume to purpose and audience.   
 Descriptor 1.6.8.C.4 Adjust pace to convey meaning.   
 Descriptor 1.6.8.C.5 Add stress (emphasis) and inflection to enhance meaning 

 Descriptor 1.6.8.D.1 Ask relevant, probing questions.   
 Descriptor 1.6.8.D.2 Respond with relevant information, ideas or reasons in support of opinions 

expressed.   
 Statement 1.7.8.A Describe the origins and meanings of common, learned and foreign words 

used frequently in English language (e.g., carte blanche, faux pas).  
 Statement 1.7.8.B Analyze the role and place of standard American English in speech, writing 

and literature. 
 Statement 1.7.8.C Identify new words that have been added to the English language over time.    
 1.1.8.F. Understand the meaning of and apply key vocabulary across the various subject areas. 
 1.2.8.A. Draw inferences based on a variety of information sources. 
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Understanding(s): 
Students will understand… 

1. There is a communication process that can 
be traced in human interactions.  

2. Sometimes there are breakdowns in 
communication that can or cannot be fixed.  

3. The English language has a unique history 
that has been and is shaped by the events, 
merging nations, and people within the 
nation over time. 

4. Words are added to the English language in 
many ways. 

Essential Question(s): 

 What factors are involved in human 
communication? 

 How can we predict the most successful 
ways to communicate? 

 How has the English language been 
formed? How does it grow? 

 Which influences have been most 
significant for the English language? 

Learning Objectives:  
Students will know… 

 The vocabulary used in the communication 
process (sender, receiver, transmitting, 
message, feedback, barrier)  

 How to deduce where breakdown occurs in 
the communication loop 

 Significant events in the history of the 
English language 

 Influential people in the history of the 
English language 

 The ways words are added to the English 
language                                                                                   

Students will be able to: 

 Properly identify and use the vocabulary of 
the communication process 

 Infer where breakdowns in communication 
occur 

 Name significant events and people and 
their influence on the English language 

 Explain how new words are added to the 
English language 

Name: Dates: June 

Course/Subject: English 7 Unit Plan 15: Problem & Solution/Research 
Writing Instructional Plan 

Stage 1 – Desired Results 

PA Standard(s)/Assessment Anchors Addressed: 

1.8.8. 

A. Select and refine a topic for research 
B. Locate information using appropriate sources and strategies. 

• Determine valid resources for researching the topic, including primary and secondary 
sources. 
• Evaluate the importance and quality of the sources. 
• Select essential sources (e.g., dictionaries, encyclopedias, other reference materials, 
interviews, observations, computer databases). 

      • Use tables of contents, indices, key words, cross-references and appendices. 
      • Use traditional and electronic search tools. 
C. Organize, summarize and present the main ideas from research. 
     • Identify the steps necessary to carry out a research project. 
     • Take relevant notes from sources. 
     • Develop a thesis statement based on research. 
     • Give precise, formal credit for others’ ideas, images or information using a standard   

             method of documentation. 
           • Use formatting techniques to create an understandable presentation for a designated                       
audience.          
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Understanding(s): 
Students will understand: 

1. Research is a strong support for opinions.  
2. Research design must be carefully planned 

in order to be valid.  
3. All information retrieved from other sources 

must be documented.  
4. All information retrieved from other sources 

must be either quoted directly OR 
paraphrased. 

5. Problem and Solution text structure requires 
detail to persuade its audience 

Essential Question(s): 

 How can we gather information about a 
topic?  

 How can we provide the best support for our 
opinions? 

 To what extent is following established 
research procedures beneficial to producing 
an expository report?  

 To what extent do the conventions of writing 
standardize the reporting process? 

 What does a correct paraphrase look like? 
 Why is paraphrasing such a critical skill in 

this digital age? 

Learning Objectives:  
Students will know… 

 The format of a Problem and Solution paper 
 The definitions of key vocabulary words: 

source, cite, works cited, plagiarism, 
paraphrase, thesis, expository writing, 
survey 

 The format of a works cited page and/or 
parenthetical citations according to MLA 

 The conventions of the writing process 
 The difference between plagiarism and 

paraphrasing 

 

Students will be able to: 

 Choose a specific topic to research and 
present 

 Find relevant research, conduct a survey, 
and elicit testimonials 

 Conduct thorough research using note 
cards to collect information 

 Create a works cited page and/or 
parenthetical citations 

 Correctly paraphrase text from research 
sources to avoid plagiarism 

 Brainstorm, organize, and outline ideas 
appropriate to a problem and solution paper 

 Combine research and knowledge of parts 
of a paragraph/parts of an essay to write a 
problem & solution paper. 

 


